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King George VI

• Albert Frederick Arthur George Windsor “Bertie”
• King Charles III Grandfather, QE2 Father
• Abdication of brother Edward VIII 1936
• Reluctant King, ruled for 15 years
• Died Feb 6 1952 Aged 56
• “Kings Speech”  Movie 2010 
• Pneumonectomy portrayal in Netflix “The Crown”



Past Medical history

• Speech impairment Stutter
• Heavy smoker 2pkt/d 40 years =80 Pack years
• Moderate ETOH intake
• 1949 Peripheral vascular disease 
• Claudication R LL
• Thromboangiitis obliterans  Buerger’s disease
• R Open Lumbar Sympathectomy

• March 1949
• Prof Learmonth and Prof Ross, Both later Knighted
• Good recovery



Deteriorating health 1950-1951

• “Catarrhal Inflammation of the lung”
June 1st 1951

• Kings Physicians
Sir John Weir Royal family Doctor, Homeopath
Dr Geoffrey Marshall Chest Physician
Sir Daniel Davies Pathologist
Sir Horace Evans Renal physician

Convalescence at Balmoral Castle

• “Structural abnormalities” of lung  September 18th 1951
Dr Peter Kerley, Radiologist Westminster Hospital

Mr Clement Price Thomas, Thoracic Surgeon Westminster Brompton Hospitals

• “Condition of King’s lung gives cause for concern” September 21st

Operation recommended and accepted by King



Left Total Pneumonectomy 
Sunday 23nd Sept 1951

• Buckingham palace
• Theatre  set up in Buhl room
• Emergency lighting
• Sterile canvas structure, directly under large 

chandeliers
• Changing of Guard moved to St James palace







Surgical team
Westminster Hospital
• Surgeon Clement Price Thomas
• Assistants Charles Drew, Peter Jones

• Anaesthetist Dr Robert Machray
• Assistant Cyril Scurr

• Four Scrub Nurses 
• Patterson, Ross, Ream, Minter
• Four postop nurses



Sir Clement 
Price Thomas 
KCVO
Welshman

Thoracic Surgeon :TB, Tumours

Westminster Brompton Hospitals

Knighted Dec 1951

First sleeve resection bronchus

Chain smoker Lung cancer

Pneumonectomy by  Charles 
Drew

Died 1973 aged 79yrs



Nicknames
Clem

CP

Pricey



Charles Drew
Cardiothoracic Surgeon

First Coarctation Aorta repair UK

Complex Congenital Valve 
abnormalities

“The Drew Technique”

Deep Hypothermic 
Circulatory Arrest

First recipient Price Thomas 
Medal

Retired 1981

Pipe smoker

Died Pharyngeal Ca Aged 70



Robert Mackray
CVO
Consultant Anaesthetist 
Westminster and Brompton 1931

Thoracic surgery Anaesthetist

Developed a L endobronchial 
tube for R sided TB surgery 

Died 1968 aged 61



Cyril Scurr LVO
Clinical Measurement Dept at 
WH

Author “ Scientific Foundations”

Scurr & Feldman

Pioneer in Muscle relaxants 
Decamethonium
Suxamethonium

Curare

Worked alongside Sir Ivan Magill, 
Sir Geoffrey Organe

Died 2012 aged 92





Nosworthy Card
Anaesthetic record survived

Machray family



Anaesthetic
• ASA 3 (Patient with severe systemic disease)
• Premedication Omnopon Scopolamine 9am
• GA started at 1020,  Surgery started 1100, Finished 1500
• Induced Thiopentone, Muscle relaxant dTC
• “Cut down” IV access
• Rigid Bronchoscopy, Thompson blocker L Main bronchus
• Magill 9.0 ETT, Positioning R Lateral
• Boyles machine 6L FGF , 50% N20/O2
• Waters CO2 canister, Hand ventilated
• dTC Pethidine  Thiopentone No Volatile
• Monitoring BP cuff, ECG
• Pressor Methedrine for SBP < 100



Postoperative

• Uneventful surgery
• Recovered in own bedroom  Charles Drew and 

Peter Jones lived in palace for 2/52
• “Immediate condition satisfactory”
• Recuperated at Sandringham house Norfolk
• New Years Honours 1952  Radiologist, 

Anaesthetists, Surgical residents all received 
honours
• Price Thomas had already received his knighthood



Death of King 
Feb 1952 aged 56

• Slow uneventful recovery 
• Sandringham Norfolk
• Postop hemoptysis ? Spread R lung
• Suddenly and unexpectantly in his sleep
• “Coronary Thrombosis”
• Possibly DVT /PE or massive intrathoracic 

haemorrhage
• Interred in St Georges chapel Windsor



Operating Table 
Genito-Urinary Manufacturing Co

Science Museum 1984

Plaque reads

“To record with gratitude the 
recovery of His Majesty King 
George VI from an operation 
performed by C Price Thomas …”



Airway 
management
Magill ETT and Thompson 
Endobronchial blocker

Nowadays R Double lumen 
Endobronchial tube

placement checked with 
Fiberoptic scope

• Thompson blocker



ECG Machine
Sanborn “Cardiette”

C Scurr donated to AAGBI 
Museum







Take home messages

• Price Thomas insisted that the case should be 
managed as much as feasible as “a routine case”

Usual assistants, anaesthetists,  nursing team 
even the operating table. 
He understood cardinal principle in clinical 
medicine 
Deviation from normal procedures increases risk of 
errors.

• Don’t Smoke
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