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In this talk Linda will discuss the findings of her recent book on the history of 
maternity services in Aotearoa New Zealand, specifically focusing on the origins 
of its widely applauded midwifery-led maternity services that developed in the 
1990s and the consequences of its unique approach. She will explain how deep 
fractures appeared in the sector, as worldviews and approaches to maternity 
care clashed, and consider where that left those at the receiving end of the 
services - mothers, babies, and their whānau. She will also address her current 
research bringing an international focus to events in New Zealand. 
 
Linda Bryder is Professor of History at the University of Auckland, where she teaches courses 
on health, medicine and society in an historical context. Since the publication of her DPhil at 
the University of Oxford on the social history of tuberculosis in 1988, she has published widely 
on multiple aspects of the history of health and medicine. Her current research interest lies in 
the history of reproductive and infant health. Her most recent book on the history of New 
Zealand’s childbirth services was published by Auckland University Press in 2023.  
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